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Objective

Learn about the types of data available from the   
Census Bureau on Women-owned business.

Learn how to access and obtain statistics for your 
needs.

census.gov

• To obtain an archived 
copy, visit census.gov / 
Explore Data / Census 
Academy

• Find stories and free 
visualizations under 
‘Library’
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Outline
I.   About the Census Bureau

II.  Data Sources:
• Survey of Business Owners (SBO)
• Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs (ASE)
• Annual Business Survey  (ABS)
• 2017 Economic Census  (EC)
• American Community Survey  (ACS)

III.  Accessing our statistics:
• data.census.gov
• Census Business Builder (CBB)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s 
largest statistical agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each 
year, including 
- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing count of the 

United States

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the nation’s 
population 

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American business

- The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the nation's 
state and local government sector

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality 
data about America’s people, places, and economy. 

Decennial Population 
and Housing Census

Every 10 years

Economic Census
Every 5 years

Census of Governments
Every 5 years

American Community Survey
Annual

Annual Retail Trade
Annual

Plus more than 130
demographic and economic surveys 

every year

About the Census Bureau
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 
– Monthly and Quarterly are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available
– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available
– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data 

available 
• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses

Census Economic Surveys

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census – Every 5 years



Key Census Bureau Terms
• NAICS (North American Industry Classification System)

• Our primary data dimension

• Establishments (vs. Companies, Firms, etc.) 
• Our collection/tabulation level

• Employers (vs. Nonemployers)
• Most programs only cover employer businesses
• Nonemployers: self-employed individuals

• U.S. Code Title 13 and 26 
• Protects business privacy and confidentiality
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Survey of Business Owners
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Survey of Business Owners

Survey of Business Owners
• Frequency – every 5 years in the years ending in “-2” & “-7”

• Includes both Economic and Demographic characteristics 

• Business statistics for businesses and business owners by sex, ethnicity, race, and 
veteran status

• Content covers over 20 NAICS industries at the firm level

• Access to data –
• data.census.gov
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sbo.html
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Survey of Business Owners
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All firms Sales, Receipt, Value of Shipments

White, female-owned All firms 966,840 98,883,519

White, female-owned Family-owned 29,227 10,973,831

White, female-owned Not family-owned 625,148 59,699,969

Black or African American, female-owned All firms 431,478 13,274,945

Black or African American, female-owned Family-owned 3,963 683,912

Black or African American, female-owned Not family-owned 110,299 5,384,379

Asian, female-owned All firms 103,606 16,526,952

Asian, female-owned Family-owned 3,888 1,948,228

Asian, female-owned Not family-owned 58,352 8,824,514

Hispanic, female-owned All firms 281,113 10,469,328

Hispanic, female-owned Family-owned 4,500 995,565

Hispanic, female-owned Not family-owned 84,659 4,187,142

Source:  2012 Survey of Business Owners

Survey of Business Owners

Female-owned Businesses for the Healthcare & Social Assistance Sector 
(NAICS 62) by Race or Ethnicity and Type of Business Ownership
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Annual Survey of 
Entrepreneurs
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Annual Survey of 
Entrepreneurs

Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs

• Frequency – annually

• Includes Economic and Demographic characteristics

• Business characteristics of ‘employer’ businesses and business owners 
by sex, ethnicity, race, and veteran status

• Content covers over 20 NAICS industries with a new module of 
questions for each survey year.

• Access to data –
• data.census.gov
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/ase.html
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Annual Survey of 
Entrepreneurs
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Annual Survey of 
Entrepreneurs

Type of Ownership: Customers accounting for 10% or more of total sales of goods/services code Number of firms with paid employees Percent number of firms
All firms All firms 646,042
All firms Federal government 37,329 22.8%

All firms
State and local government, including school districts, transportation 
authorities, etc. 43,862 21.6%

All firms Other businesses, including distributors of your product(s) 32,888 14.2%
All firms Other organizations 9,620 7.6%
All firms Individuals 338,379 73.8%
Female-owned All firms 186,969
Female-owned Federal government 9,728 13.4%

Female-owned
State and local government, including school districts, transportation 
authorities, etc. 14,570 22.1%

Female-owned Other businesses, including distributors of your product(s) 8,810 6.5%
Female-owned Other organizations 2,877 2.2%
Female-owned Individuals 105,544 79.2%
Male-owned All firms 328,227
Male-owned Federal government 22,238 18.4%

Male-owned
State and local government, including school districts, transportation 
authorities, etc. 22,973 20.4%

Male-owned Other businesses, including distributors of your product(s) 19,863 12.9%
Male-owned Other organizations 5,057 3.2%
Male-owned Individuals 194,773 76.3%

Source:  2016 Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs

Number of Firms With Paid Employees in the Healthcare & Social Services 
Sector (NAICS 62) by Class of Customers and Types of Ownership

Presenter
Presentation Notes

    



15

Survey of Business Owners

Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs Survey of Business Owners
Publication levels 2 digit NAICS 2 digit through 6 digit NAICS

U.S., 50 Most Populous MSAs, 50 
States and the District of Columbia 

U.S., 50 States and the District of Columbia, 
MSA, CSA, County, Economic Place, and 
Metropolitan Division 

Basis of reporting All businesses with employees 
(employer businesses) with 
receipts of $1,000 or more

All businesses with employees (employer 
businesses) and without employees 
(nonemployer businesses) with receipts of 
$1,000 or more

Sample design Collected annually in non-economic 
census years

Collected every five years as part of the 
economic census for years ending in “2” 
and “7”

Annual Survey of 
Entrepreneurs
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Annual Business Survey
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Annual Business Survey

Annual Business Survey

Business R&D 
and Innovation 

Survey for 
Microbusinesses 

(BRDI-M)

Survey of 
Business 
Owners
(SBO)

Annual Survey 
of 

Entrepreneurs 
(ASE)
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Annual Survey of 
Entrepreneurs

Annual Business Survey (ABS)

• Frequency – annually (First release, Spring 2020)

• Includes Economic and Demographic characteristics

• Business characteristics of businesses and business owners by sex, 
ethnicity, race, and veteran status

• Content incorporate a new set of questions for each survey year

• Access to data –
• data.census.gov
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs.html
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Annual Business Survey



20

Economic Census
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•NAICS: Nearly every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census Bureau

•Excludes Agriculture (NAICS 11) and other selected types of business 
(see https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-
census/guidance/understanding-naics.html#par_textimage for full list 
of exclusions) 

•Geography: National, state, metro and other lower geographies (areas 
shown vary by sector)

•Other Dimensions: Data by business size (establishment and firm; 
employment and revenue), Legal Form of Organization, Franchise status, 
etc.

•Over 200 data variables shown, including number of establishments, 
employment, payroll and “sales” plus sector-specific variables (inventories, 
assets, expenses, etc.)

2017 Economic Census Geography Releases –
Healthcare & Social Assistance Sector for Colorado at the 

6-digits NAICS for ‘All Establishments’

• Offices of physicians (except mental health): 
(NAICS code 621111)

• Number of firms = 2,390
• Number of establishments = 3,036
• Sales, value of shipments, or revenue 

($1,000) = $6,095,342
• Number of employees = 32,564

• Offices of dentists:  (NAICS code 621210)
• Number of firms = 2,769
• Number of establishments = 2,982 
• Sales, value of shipments, or revenue 

($1,000) = $2,719,020
• Number of employees = 19,591 

(Source: 2017 Economic Census, TableID: 
ECNBASIC2017  )

2017 Economic Census
Economic Census

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-naics.html#par_textimage
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Uses of the Economic Census Data
Economic Census
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Source:  TableID - EC1762BASIC; Dataset - ECNBASIC2017

National Level Statistics on the Healthcare & Social Assistance 
Industry from the 2017 Economic Census

Economic Census
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Economic Census

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/news-updates/releases.html
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What’s New for 2017
• Geographic Areas
• NAICS updates
• NAPCS
• New disclosure rules
• Data.census.gov platform

Presenting…
Your 2017 

Economic Census Data!

Found on 
data.census.gov

Economic Census
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Fun Facts & More… Connect With Us on Social Media
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Economic Census

To access 2017 Economic Census Data Product Releases - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/about/release-schedules.html
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American Community Survey



Ancestry
Citizenship
Disability
Educational Attainment
Fertility
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income
Industry & Occupation

Age
Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

ECONOMIC

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Rent, Taxes, 
Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built/ Year Moved In

HOUSING

The American Community Survey
Content Overview
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American Community Survey



Nation

Regions

States

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

Congressional 
Districts

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Home Lands

Urban Areas
Metropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation 
Areas

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata 
Areas 
(PUMAs)

Alaska 
Native 
Regional 
Areas

State 
Legislative 
Districts

930,000  Geographic 
Areas

35,000+ 
Communities

30 30

The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts

American Community Survey



31

Census Business Builder 
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Census Business Builder Accessing Our Data…
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Census Business Builder
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Census Business Builder
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Census Business Builder
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data.census.gov



Data.census.gov Search
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data.census.gov



Search results
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data.census.gov
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data.census.gov



MORE RESULTS
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data.census.gov



Sign up for and manage alerts at 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
USCENSUS/subscriber/new

More information online:
https://www.census.gov/acs

Social media: @uscensusbureau

Census Customer Service Center 
800-923-8282

Source Us:

U.S. Census Bureau’s [YYYY – YYYY] American 
Community Survey 
[1/3/5]-year [estimates/statistics/data release]

acso.users.support@census.gov
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The American Community Survey
Continue the Conversation

American Community Survey

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new
https://www.census.gov/acs/
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Q & A and Thank You!
Contact Information:

Lynda Lee

301-763-3044

lynda.lee@census.gov

For detailed questions concerning the 2020 Decennial, contact:

301-763-INFO or 800-923-8282 

To schedule additional training with a Census Data Dissemination 

Specialist in your area, please call 844-Ask-Data

Or email us at:  census.askdata@census.gov



Reference Materials
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www.census.gov/eos/www/naics

• A hierarchical classification system that groups establishments into industries based on 
the business activities in which they are primarily engaged.

• A comprehensive system covering the entire field  of business activities.

• Used to collect, tabulate, analyze, and disseminate statistics.

• A common language used among the United States, Canadian,  and Mexican statistical 
agencies

• Updated every five years

44

North  American  Industry Classification System (NAICS)
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DescriptionCodeLevel
Information

Broadcasting (except Internet)

Radio and Television Broadcasting

Radio Broadcasting

Radio Stations

51

515

5151

51511

515112

Sector

Subsector

Industry Group

Industry

U.S. Industry

NAICS Hierarchy
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